Edith (Edyth) Elizabeth Allen Hill
My Paternal Grandmother
By
Patricia Kay Hill Scott 2011

I was a lucky child to know my Father’s mother, Edith Elizabeth Allen, who was born to
Samuel M. Allen (1859-1925) and Sarah Kathryn Eutsler (1858-1956) in 1883. She grew up in
Milledgeville, Ohio with a brother, Cylde Mason Allen (1886-1943), and two sisters: Margaret M. Allen
(1890-1985) (Mrs. Earl Rankin Smith), and Nina Marie Allen (1896-1991) (Mrs. Alvin G. Ladd).
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1. Edith Elizabeth Allen (my paternal grandmother)
2. Clyde Mason Allen
3.Sarah Kathryn Eutsler Allen (my great grandmother)
4. Margaret M. Allen
1
5. Nina Marie Allen

Edith grew up in Milledgeville surrounded by aunts,
uncles, and cousins from the Allen, Eutsler, and other related
families, and from what she related to me she had a happy
childhood.

3

2

1

4
5

6

Edith (1) with her many aunts, uncles, and cousins as well as mother (2), father (3), sister
Margaret (4), brother (5) and her Grandmother Allen (Margaret Cavender).
Edith was very fond of her parents. Her father died at an
early age in 1925, but her mother lived to be 96 and died in
1956. While she lost her father when she was only 25, she
had the blessing of knowing her Grandmother Eutsler
(Sarah Haley), and Grandmother Allen (Margaret
Cavender). She even grew up knowing her Grandfather
Abraham Eutsler, who served in the Civil War.

Samuel Allen

Sarah K. Eutsler Allen
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Edith (2) on steps with her Grandfather
Abraham Eutsler (1), her Uncle Johnny,
and Aunt Emma.

Edith (1) with her Grandmother Eustler (Nancy Ann
Haley), and hr Grandmother Allen (Margaret Cavender).
The two children are Edith’s oldest son (Keith Allen Hill)
(4), and her second son (Kenneth Clarence Hill) (3)
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Even as Edith and her siblings grew up,
they often were together in
Milledgeville. There brother Cylde,
however, died at an early age in 1943.
1. Edith
2. her sister Margaret
3. her sister Nina Marie
4. her mother, Sarah Kathryn (“Kate”)
5. ? this could be Margaret’s husband
Earl Rankin Smith --- or possibly
one of the last photos of Clyde.
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On June 25, 1901 Edith, at age 19, married Clarence Walker Hill (1882-1957). Since
Clarence was not yet 21, he had to have the official marriage consent given by his uncle, John A.
Walker from Jamestown, Ohio. At the time of his marriage Clarence was iving with John Walker
who had raised Clarence’s mother, Sarah E. Dyer. Clarence’s father, George Ross Hill, was a
Methodist minister, who after his wife died young had Clarence raised by John Walker. Sarah
was George Ross Hill’s second wife, and he later married for a third time and raised another
family. He died in Springfield, Ohio in 1931. Therefore, Edith and Clarence did not have the
advantage of his parents as supporters. Neither did they have the Allen family as enthusiastic
supporters of the marriage. In fact, there was a long-term anamonisty toward Clarence and the
Allen family, who thought he was not suitable for Edith. Nevertheless, Edith and Clarence were
married in the Primitive Baptist Church about three miles out of Jamestown, Ohio.

There are very few photos
of Clarence Walker Hill.
These are him as a young
farmer in Jamestown, Ohio
and as a business man in
Springfield, Ohio.

Edith and Clarence may have started their married life in Jamestown, but by 1904 they
were living at 187 E. Euclid Ave. in Springfield, Ohio. Clarence had given up farming to become
an insurance agent for the Prudential Insurance Co., and in that year their first of three sons,
Keith Allen Hill, was born on February 2nd. By sometime in 1906 they had moved to 18 W.
Southern Ave, and then sometime in 1908 they had moved to 1809 Highland Ave in Springfield.
By then he was a collector for the Merchants Collecting & Credit Rating Company in the Arcade
Building, in downtown Springfield.
It was on April 17, 1909 that they had their second son - my Father - Kenneth Clarence
“Clare” Hill. Edith was 26 when this second son was born, and the family was still living on
Highland Ave. Clarence was still with the bill collection company. He continued to support the
family in this manner until sometime in 1911 when Clarence was in partnership with Enos
Conard and probably the co-owner of a business called “Conard & Hill” at 34 1/2 S. Limestone
in Springfield, Ohio. This was a Ready to Wear store of men and women’s clothing.
Sometime in 1912 or 1913, Edith and Clarence moved with their two young sons to 305
Clifton Street, where they remained into 1915 as Clarence continued to support the family
through the co-owned “Conard & Hill. In 1916 they were living at 1816 S. Fountain Ave where
they lived int 1919. The year before, in 1918, Edith had her third son, Clarence Walker Hill, Jr.
This son later legally changed his name to Jerry Walker Hill

Clarence
Edith

In 1920 the family was living at 218 W. Cecil Street, where they continued to live
through 1921 and into part, if not all, of 1922 while Clarence continued to work at the Conard &
Hill clothing store. In November 1923 Clarence and Edith purchased real estate in Beattytown - a
small community about three miles south of Springfield. They contracted to have a house and
garage built. While the house was being built, the family moved to Beattytown, even as Clarence
continued to work in Springfield at the store. They continued to live there through 1924 and 1925.
At some time in 1924 or 1925 the store was no longer Conard & Hill, but became Hill & Hill as
Clarence and his oldest son, Keith, become the owners of the business. In 1925, while they were
still residing in Beattytown, there was a suit against Clarence and Edith for monies H. Frank
Miller felt was still owned to him for building their house.
In 1926 all the family except Keith continued to live in Beattytown. Keith had married
and with his wife, the former Florence Mary Jones, had moved back to Springfield. By this time
Kenneth, my father, was 16 or 17 and he joined his father and brother as a salesman in the family
store. My father always had great regard and love for his mother, Edith, but little for his father. In
his own married life my father insisted that there be no arguing in our home as he had heard
enough arguing in his youth to last a lifetime. Apparently the married life of Edith and Clarence
was very difficult.
The next year found the family back in Springfield living at 2001 Maiden Lane, but the
family life remained in turmoil. Their eldest son, Keith, and his wife, Florence, lived in
Springfield and became the proud parents of Edith’s first grandchild, Barbara Jane Hill on May
2, 1927. Hill & Hill continued in operations and both Keith and Kenneth continued to work there
with their not-so-beloved father.
1929 may have been the last year the family tried to stay together. They still lived on
Maiden Lane and Keith, Florence, and Barbara were still in Springfield. Kenneth, however, had
gone to Columbus to study business at Ohio State University, leaving Jerry as the only child at
home. On March 24, 1930, Edith and Clarence finally formally separated. Clarence moved to
132 N. Wittenberg Ave, and Edith and Jerry remained on Maiden Lane. Clarence and Keith
continued to operate the store.
At ten in the morning of May 20, 1931 Edith got the surprise of her life. She was
personally handed a petition filed against her. Her husband of thirty years was filing for divorce.
He not only wanted a divorce but, he wanted sole possession of all the real estate and personal
property. Clarence acussed Edith of many things no one in the family could believe. The lawyer
who wrote the petition for Clarence must have not known Edith. My father always remembered
her as a loving and caring mother who took care of everything at home. I knew her to be a very
quiet, soft spoken, loving woman, and it is hard to see her behaving in a manner Clarence
mentioned in his petition.
Edith’s cross petition notes that she at that time had three sons, Keith Hill, age 27,
Kenneth Hill, age 22, and Clarence W. Hill, Jr, age 13. She denied Clarence’ allegations and
countered his accusations with her own version of their life together. She asked that Clarence’s
petition be dismissed; that she would be divorced from him; and that she would be awarded the
custody, care, and control of their minor son; and that she be awarded the real and personal
property, free from any claim or right on the part of Clarence.
The Court ruled that Edith had not been guilty of extreme cruelty and gross neglect of
duty as charged, but that is all respects she had conducted herself as a good and faithful wife, and
his petition was dismissed. The Court further found evidence that Clarence had been guilty of
gross neglect and extreme cruelty, and Edith was entitled to a divorce. She was given custody of
their youngest son, a small weekly alimony until that son reach majority or could be selfsupporting. Clarence was also to see that the son had proper clothing and wearing apparel,
education, and medical care. Clarence also lost all rights to their real estate, and also had to pay
for all the proceedings.

After the divorce, Edith continued to live in Springfield, and her second son, Kenneth my father- got married to Doretta Isable Sweny, who he had met in high school and had dated at
Ohio State for two years. Keith and Florence and Edith’s granddaughter, Barbara, were also in
Springfield, and the Hill and Hill, Inc. began to be operated by Keith and Kenneth with Edith as
the Vice President. On August 14, 1932, Edith’s second grandson - my older brother - Richard
Allen Hill was born.
In the 1933 business directory Edith was still listed as the Vice President of Hill & Hill.
Kenneth was listed as President and Keith was listed as Secretary and Treasurer. Edith was living
at 726 Rodgers Drive with her youngest son, and the two older boys had homes nearby. Her
divorced husband was continuing to live with Camille in Champaign County. That year the
Prudential Insurance Company sued Keith, Florence, Clarence, and Edith for $5769.33 over a
mortgage. There was a foreclosure and an order of sale issued. The case was settled, but
whatever real estate this was about was lost.
Into 1934 and 1935 Edith, Keith, and Kenneth kept Hill & Hill operating. The business
supported Edith and her youngest son, Keith with his wife and daughter, and Kenneth with his
wife and first son. From my father’s recollections, however, no one was getting rich. My mother
recalled that Kenneth had one dress shirt for the business, and when he came home each night
she immediately washed it and ironed it dry the next morning for him. She said pork was only
five cents a pound, but always added, “who had five cents to buy pork?” Nevertheless Edith had
her whole loving family together and probably was happier alone than married.
In 1936 Edith was still living at 726 Rogers Drive. Her son had legally changed his name
from Clarence Walker Hill, Jr. to Jerry Walker Hill in order to disassociate himself from his
father. Edith and the two eldest sons were still running the business. But sometime between 1936
and 1937, Hill & Hill went out of business. My father said the bad economy ruined them. They
had sold clothing on credit, and when people stopped paying, they stopped making a living. After
the business closed, Jerry became a salesman and Keith worked for the Reemployment Service.
Edith’s middle son, Kenneth, had moved his family to Columbus, Ohio, where he started to work
for a department store there.
In 1937 and 1938 Edith continued to live at 726 Rodgers with Jerry, who was again a
student. Keith and his family were still in Springfield and he was trying to make a living selling
stamps. Kenneth was in Columbus with his family, but traveled back to Springfield often to see
his mother. On August 12, 1939 Edith’s second grand daughter was born to her son, Kenneth,
and his wife, Isabel. That grand daughter was me - Patricia Kay Hill. Her third grand daughter,
Suzanne Hill was born June 27, 1943, and two years later, while Edith was still in Springfield,
her second grandson - David Warren Hill - was born to Kenneth and Isabel on November 25,
1945. From the time I was born into the year David was born, War was on the horizon. And
when the U.S. got into WWII, Keith went to work in some capacity for the War, Jerry went into
the Navy, and Edith became a secretary at Wright Paterson Air Force Base.
Edith Hill at work during WWII
At
Wright Paterson Air Force Base.

Keith

Jerry

Edith, his
Beloved
mother

During the War, Edith was at Wright Patterson Air Force
Base where her eldest son worked. Her youngest son
served in the Navy, and as the War ended in the Pacific, he
was in California getting ready to ship out for the invasion
of Japan. To this day I will never forget the end of the war
in the Pacific even though I was only about five years old.
We celebrated all night in the street in front of our house,
and Dad kept yelling, “Jerry will be safe, Jerry will be
safe!” Edith’s three sons loved each other deeply.

Jerry started his family before the War when Suzanne was born in 1943, and after the War he
had a son, Michael, born September 27, 1947. In the bottom right-hand photo Jerry is holding
Michael next to his Mother, Edith Hill, and his Grandmother Allen (Sarah Kathryn Eutsler).
Suzanne is looking up at her dad. They are all behind the Allen family home in Milledgeville,
a place the three boys had loved as children.

I don’t know much about Edith’s life after WWII. I know she continued to live in
Springfiled, Ohio and was in constant touch with her son, Keith, in Springfield and in Columbus
where Kenneth (K.C.) worked through the war and where Jerry went to work after the War.
Shortly after the War, however, Edith’s second son - my Father, Kenneth - moved our family to
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and then later in 1951 to Jacksonville, Florida, and then later to Buffalo,
New York.
What I remember of my Grandmother Hill was that during those years she was a loving
grandmother to those grandchildren near her and to us in the far away places my father, Kenneth,
took us. She always sent us birthday cards, which Dad made a big fuss over, and we thought
were something very special coming through the mail just for us. At Christmas she always sent a
big box full of gifts for Mom and Dad. For us kids she always put in a family board game, which
Dad played with us all through the year. And, on top of the gifts she always added all kinds of
age-appropriate activity books. That box was always saved to be the last present opened each
Christmas, and we cherish Grandmother Hill’s gifts.
Dad wrote his mother, Edith, every Sunday, and longed for
the times he could visit her. I remember her spending time at Cold
Water Lake, Michigan while we vacationed there from Columbus,
Ohio. On that visit she rested as shown in this picture to the left, but
also showed how brave she was when she and my Grandmother
Sweny (“Ma”) chased bats out
of the cabin with brooms.
Edith shared her sons’
love of fishing. So, whenever
she visited, we fished in nearby
rivers or lakes. It is apparent
how much she and I liked
fishing together from the photo
to the right taken in Florida.
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Edith (1), her daughter-in-law, Isabel Hill (2), and her
grandson, David Warren Hill (3) at Silver Springs.

Dad loved to do special things with his
beloved mother. When we lived in
Florida he saved money for months in a
piggy bank so that when Grandmother
Hill came we could all go to Silver
Springs and see the fish through the
glass-bottomed boats.

Some people are remembered for their careers, but while Edith’s work during the War was her
proud support for her country, her life was her children and grandchildren. While her marriage,
which started out as two kids defying a family and getting married, quickly turned sour, she
remained a quiet, loving, woman devoted to her family including all the Allens, Eustlers, and
other related families of Milledgeville.
Pictures say it all. Here is an assortment of Edith’s grandchildren at various stages of life:
Edith with her grandkids, Suzanne and Michael Hill - Jerry’s
kids - when they were young and down at Milledgeville visiting
Edith’s mother.

Edith’s grandkids: David, Patricia, and
Richard Hill - Kenneth’s kids - as they were
together celebrating the college graduation of
David’s son, Roderick Hill.

Edith’s eldest grandchild, Barbara, married Col. Charles Pear. Barbara is shown here with her
four children, Charles, Robert, Debra and Thomas - all of whom are now grownup.

In her later years Edith became confused. She was the only known member of the Allen/Hill
family to suffer a loss of memory. She remained a very gentle, quiet, sweet woman. When she
visited once in Buffalo in the mid-1950s she repeated things over and over - memories mostly. I
remember that my other grandmother “Ma,” who lived with us, had great patience with listening
to the same things over and over again. When my mother asked Ma how she could stand that, Ma
answered, “someday I’ll be there too.”
Edith in the 1950s was living in Springfield, Ohio in a small apartment over a garden
apartment where her younger sister, Nina Marie, lived in the late 1950s. She was there when her
own Mother, Sarah Kathryn Eutsler, moved from Milledgeville to Springfield to live with Nina
Marie Ladd. She was there when her beloved grandmother died in 1956.
When I went to Springfield to attend Wittenberg in 1957, I was a lucky student. The
cafeteria at Wittenberg served lunch on Sundays after church, but no dinner. Most of the students
went out for a hamburger or cooked something in the dorm’s small utility kitchen each Sunday.
But, I walked from the college across the River, through town, and across the railroad tracks to
the other side of Springfield. It was about a half hour walk, and in those days relatively safe.
Grandmother Hill would cook me a wonderful home-cooked dinner, ask me all about the week
and my friends, and what I had heard in letters from my family. She would read me Dad’s letters
from his last letter, and then we’d often visit downstairs with Nana Marie, my most favorite
Aunt. Some Sundays a friend would join me for that special meal, but most of the time I went
alone and returned to my dorm just before it got dark. Those were precious times. Edith hadn’t
become confused yet, but she wasn’t able to keep house very well. Through the year I saw her
apartment get dirtier and dirtier, but she would never let me do anything for her.
That year my father - her second son, Kenneth, lost his job in Buffalo, New York, and he
moved to New Jersey to run a business in New York City. I remember Edith saying, “I’ll
probably never see my Kenny again.” And, she seemed broken hearted when I told her I
wouldn’t be able to return to Wittenberg in 1978.
Edith saw her beloved Kenny again, but Dad never saw his beloved mother again. He
moved his family to Arlington Heights, Illinois, then to Springfield, Illinois where he suddenly
died January 26, 1966. Edith was brought to the funeral but, by that time, she had become very
confused. She didn’t recognize me or anyone in the family, but knew the man in the casket was
her Kenny. I sat next to her, and she kept putting her hand on my knee asking over and over
again, “Did you know my Kenny?” With tears in my eyes I would simply answer over and over
again “yes,” and she would say: “he was just a sweet boy.” She recognized death, but didn’t
seem to recognize living souls - not even her close sister, Nina Marie, who was looking after her.
My dear Grandmother Hill, Edith Elizabeth Allen Hill, died in 1970. Her eldest son, Keith,
lived until 1986, and her youngest son, Jerry, lived until 2002. Each of her sons had grown up to
be honest business men and loving fathers. Each kept their mother deep in their hearts until their
dying day. Every woman should be honored in such a manner.

Keith Allen Hill

Kenneth C. Hill “K.C”

Each raised loving families and lived to see their grandchildren born.

Jerry Walker Hill

Descendants of Clarence Walker Hill & Edith Elizabeth Allen
Clarence and Edith had three sons:
Keith Allen Hill (Feb. 2 1904-March 31, 1986)
Kenneth Clair Hill (April 17, 1909- January 26, 1960)
Clarence Walker Hill, Jr. (Jerry Walker Hill) (1918-2002)
Clarence and Edith had six grandchildren and one adopted grandchild
Children of Keith Allen Hill and Florence Mary Jones (April 3, 1904? - 1994)
Barbara Jane Hill (April 2, 1927- )
Children of Kenneth Clair Hill and Doretta Isabel Sweny
Richard Allen Hill (August 14, 1932 - June 22, 2001)
Patricia Kay Hill Scott (August 12, 1939 -)
David Warren Hill (November 25, 1945 -)
Children of Jerry Walker Hill and Dorothy __________
Suzanne Hill (June 27, 1943 -)
Michael Hill (September 27, 1947 -)
Adopted Child of Jerry Walker Hill and Inge Dykins
Ulla Dykins Hill

Clarence and Edith had fifteen great grandchildren
Children of Barbara Jane Hill and Charles Edward Pear (April 20, 1925- )
Charles Edward Pear, Jr. (1950 -)
Robert Keith Pear (1952-)
Debra Ann Pear (1955 -)
Thomas Allen Pear (October 17, 1964-)
Children of Richard Allen Hill and Vivian Jean King
Kenneth Charles Hill (November 27, 1956 - )
Cynthia Maria Hill (May 8, 1959 - )
David Gordon Hill (December 6, 1962-)
Brian Hill (died shortly after birth)
Children of David Warren Hill and Deborah Jane Wright (June 9, 1949)
Roderick Steven Hill (April 14, 1973)
Rebecca Ann Hill (May 14, 1981)

Children of Suzanne Hill *and Joseph Richard De Franco
Michele Suzanne De Franco (September 4, 1963 -)
Andrew Daniel De Franco (October 17, 1966 -)
Theresa Marie De Franco (March 21, 1971 -)
* Suzanne married a second time - Dale William Cole in 1989
Children of Michael Hill and Karen Hoover (September 14, 1950-)
Kindra Lynn Hill (August 8, 1970 -)
Matthew Jerry Hill (May 7, 1973 -)
Jeremy Joseph Hill (June 21, 1979 -)

Clarence and Edith had these great, great grandchildren and more
Children of Charles Edward Pear, Jr and Linda Sue King (1950-)
Jennifer Sue Pear (1983 -)
Charles Edward Pear, III (1987-)
Stephanie Sue Pear (1993-)
Children of Debra Ann Pear and Robert Michael Leroy (1950- )
Amy Michelle Leroy (1986 -)
Michael Austin Leroy (1990-)
Children of Thomas Allen Pear (1964) and Ingrid Hodul (May 9, 1965-)
Danielle Hanna Pear (June 29, 1997-)
Arielle Jubilee pear (September 25, 1998 -)
Children of Kenneth Charles Hill
Colin O’Rourke Hill (August 14, 1990-)
Katherine Claire Hill (July 14, 1992-)
Children of Cynthia Maria Hill and Joseph John Maressa
Joanna Claire Maressa (May 10, 2000 - )
Children of Roderick Steven Hill
Grace Elaine Hill (April 10, 2005)
Ava Maria Hill (2007)
Zachary David Hill ( 2007)
Isabella Jane Hill (May 20, 2009)
Ryan James Hill (2011)
Children of Michele Suzanne De Franco and Greg Durthaler
Matthew Gregory Durthaler (September 4, 1997 -)
Anna Michele Durthaler (April 18, 2002 -)
Children of Andrew Daniel De Franco and Amy Jo Smith
Shane Matthew De Franco (June 1, 1992-)
Madison Alexis De Franco (August 11, 1993-)
Sydnee Justine De Franco (April 21, 1996-)
Jaclyn Page De Franco (October 30, 1998-)
Children of Theresa Marie De Franco and Tom Owens
Olivia Grace Owens (March 6, 1999)

