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GEORGE E. EUTZLER and Family


 Through many decades representatives of the Eutzler family have been important factors in the public life, especially that part bearing on agricultural development, of St. Joseph county, and to George Eutzler belongs the honor of being one of its oldest settlers in point of residence. He was born in Jackson county, Ohio, in June, 1829. His father, George E. Eutzler,  for many. years one of the leading farmers of Penn township,  was a native son of the Keystone state of Pennsylvania, but during his boyhood days he left that commonwealth and went to Jackson county, Ohio, which continued as his home for many years, He was there married to one of Ohio's native daughters, Elizabeth Hollingshead, and they became the parents of eight children, two sons and six daughters, of whom George was' the eld-est of the sons, and four of the children are now deceased. In' 1832 the family established their home in St. Joseph county, locating on what is now known as the old Eutzler homestead, where the husband and father purchased' three hundred and twenty acres of land, which with the aid of his sons he cleared from its dense growth of timber and converted it into one of the valuable farms of the county. .It was located in Penn township, and there Mr. Eutzler lived and labored until his life's work was ended in death, passing away at the age of seventy years. ( actually he was more than 75 years of age at his death. See the 1860 census).  He was a Democrat in his political affiliations, and was a valued member of the Methodist Episcopal church.


George E. Eutzler bought several pieces of land in Olive Township in Elkhart Co., IN.  These pieces of land would eventually become a portion of the city of Salem (now known as Wakarusa.  George’s daughters Sarah and Fannie were given two pieces of this land as a dowry upon the occasion of their marriages.  Sarah and her husband Samuel Newman sold the land before Salem was to be built and only received about $400.00 for the property.  Fannie and her husband sold their land about two years later and got over four times that amount  enough to buy a substantial farm in Penn Twp.


 George Eutzler (son to George E) was but three years of age when the family became residents of Penn township, and his boyhood days were passed on the old home farm, which he assisted in clearing and developing.  On the 6th of April, 1853, he was united in marriage to Anna Vesey, who was born, reared and educated in Ohio, a daughter of George and Olive (Graham)  Vesey, who were long numbered among the leading residents of Penn Township. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Eutzler. were born three children,  Elizabeth,  Erastus and Enos, but the second child, Erastus, is deceased, and all were born and reared on the old homestead in Penn township. Mr. Eutzler. also affiliates with the Democracy, and has fraternal connections with the Masonic order. As one of its venerable citizens and as a scion of one of its earliest pioneer families we are pleased to present in this history of St. Joseph county a review of the life of George Eutzler.

