William Alexander Hewitt

Clara Vincentia. Brown Hewitt

[image: image1.jpg]RECOGNIZING the incieased importance of Oakland
as a commercial center and in order to give the growing
number of policy holders better service

THE NORTHWESTERN
MUTUAL LIFE
INSURANCE. COMPANY
has opened General Agency offices
on the Fifth Floor of the
Hutchnson Building at 1706 Broadway

The Company announces the appointment of :
WILLIAM A. HEWITT
as General Agent
Messis. J. B. Thomas, Emett S. Husted and F. J.

Bradley, who have been representing the Company in
Oakland, will be associated with the new General Agency
office. :

THE COUNTIES OF:.
Alameda, Lake, Solano, Contra Costa, Marin, Sonoma, Del Norte,
Mendocino, Trinity, Humboldt and Napa will hereafter be under the
iuridicﬁonoftheoguandofﬁce. o



Clara Vincentia Brown was born in St. Louis, Missouri on the 22 of November 1885 to Michael Robert Brown and Alice Farrell.  Clara was the first child to this Irish Catholic Family.  Her middle name comes from a step aunt (Sister Mary Vincentia) who, after living in a convent for several years became a teaching nun.  There are no known records of her early life as a child until her Marriage to William Alexander Hewitt on the 21st of April 1909.  


In 1910 according to the census Bill and Clara were living at 1235 Graham Ave. in St. Louis, MO.  At that time they were living with Bill’s Cousin Harry Wassell and his wife Hattie.  Bill was a cashier for an insurance company and Harry was a stonecutter.  Neither of the wives worked at that time.


On January 10 1911 a female child, Gladys Alice Hewitt (right of picture), was born to Bill and Clara.  On March 5, 1916 a second female child, Mary Willette (Billie) Hewitt (left in picture) was born to the couple. The 1920 census has this family renting living space on Connecticut St. in St. Louis.  William had moved up in the insurance business from a cashier to a superintendent.  Shortly after the June 1920 census was taken the Hewitt’s moved from St. Louis to Portland, Maine.  They lived there for about four years before moving to Oakland, CA.


In the Oakland Tribune December 14, 1924 the following advertisement and announcement was made.  William had been moved to Oakland and promoted as the General Agent for the western branch of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 

Company.  At some point between 1924 and 1930 the Hewitt’s purchased a home at 618 Kenwyn Rd. in Oakland CA.
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Clara was busy raising the two daughters, raising money for philanthropic organizations and playing her favorite game, Bridge.   Sometime after (1940) Bill bought a summer home in Zyanti, a small community in the Felton, CA area.  It was rustic with two bedrooms and a sleeping porch.  It had a kitchen with a coal stove, running water and a bathroom.  His grandchildren spent many days raking leaves from the paths, stoking the stove and popping popcorn over the open fire in the fireplace.   We would take excursions to Santa Cruz boardwalk and play at the beach.  

In 1929 Gladys graduated from high school.

In the middle 1950’s William fell victim to alcohol. He was over sixty-five with out a job and unable to control the abuse of the drink.  He ended up on the streets and flophouses in Oakland.  He died on the 14th of February 1959 at the age of 70 of pneumonia and other complications from alcoholism.  His daughter Gladys had his body sent to Parma Heights, Ohio where he was interned. Clara at about the same age developed a serious degree of dementia and lived in a convalescent hospital for the rest of her life unable to recognize any of her friends or family.  She died on the 30th of July 1973 at the age of 88.







